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A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another, as I have loved you—JOHN xiii. 34. 





——- — 








From the Universalist Magazine. 
TO THE EDITOR, 


Sir,—In perusing the “ Universa- 
list Magazine” of Saturday, March 24, 
J observed in a *“* Compendium to a 
Sermon,” &c. the following remarkable 
passages.—‘* They,” by which I con- 
ceive you intend to say, ‘* the preach- 
ers who are our opposers,”’ say ‘ that 
if they were sure of eternal happiness 
hereafter, they would , by all means live 
in sin in this life.” And again, ** The 
preacher says, *‘ If I were sure of hap- 
piness in a future world, I would live 
in sin in this; I would lie, cheat, get 
drunk, commit all manner of lewdness, 
I would even commit murder.” In 
this assertion, sir, you must be aware 
that you reflect not only on the princi- 

les of such preachers as professing 
christians, but also on their characters, 
as members of society. This will plain- 
ly appear to be the case if we reflect 
that, according to your statement, were 
it not for a powerful incentive of self- 
interest, predominating over every other 
principle and feeling, they would lay 
aside every species of moral obligation, 
and become at once the most vicious 
and abandoned characters. This, sir, 
is saying a great deal, and involves as 
you must undoubtedly know, a vast 
number of men whose characters are, 
by oTHERS, estcemed highly respecta- 
ble. Under this consideration, the 
public have a right to expect from you, 
an explanation, of the passages to w thich 
I refer, accompanied with sufficient 
proof, as to theirtruth. If there are 
characters like those, who pretend to 
preach the gospel, they had ought, in 
justice, to be exposed, that the world 
may be undeceived ; and if there are 
not, I presume I need not say to you, 
that you have involved your own cha- 














public as to your veracity ; and I pre- 
sume that your candour, and a regard 
to the feelings of yourself and friends, 
will induce you to give those proofs in 
the Universalist Magazine. To my re- 
collection, sir, I have never heard : 
sentence of this kind from the ie Mi 
nor yet have I read it inany book, what- 
ever. On the contrary, I have gene- 
rally understood the preachers of the 
gospel to say and to write, that virtue 
is rewarded, even in this world in a 
measure, and that even here, the plea- 
sures of sin, are but delusive and vi- 
sionary ; and that if there were no fu- 
ture world they would infsitely prefer 
holiness to sin. 
Yours, &c. AMICUS. 
REPLY. 

Our friend “* Amicus” is hereby in- 
formed that he has made no small mis- 
take. The Compendium, to which he 
alludes, does, by no means, apply what 
he has quoted, to christian preachers 
generally, nor to any indefinitely. They 
are designated, being those who say 
that the devil was the first universalist 
preacher, and that he preached univer- 
salism to Eve in the garden, when be 
said, ** Ye shall not surely die.” Such 
preachers are constantly affirming, that 
Universalism is a licentious doctrine, 
that it naturally leads to all manner of 
sin. It is not necessary to be further 
particular ; for whoever says this, im- 
pliedly says, that he would commit all 
manner of sin himself, if he believed 
the doctrine. There are, no doubt, very 
many good honest preachers, who ear- 
nestly pray that all men may be saved, 
and who would be glad, with all their 
hearts to believe it, did not the force 
of education blind their eyes. But such 
never say that the doctrine leads to li- 
cent ousness; they never say that the 
devil was the first universalist preach- 


racter in making a declaration untound-| er ; they never say that the devil preach- 


ed in truth. 
be true, I presume, sir, that you can 
quote some sermons, or some ‘proof of 
a verbal kind, which would satisfy the 


If what you have stated | ed ‘aniversaliaa to Eve in the garden. 


We are sorry to say to * Amicus 


that we have heard many PROFE SSED 
christians and soME PRECAHERS say the 








very words which he has quoted form 
the compendium. Such a sentiment is 
but too plainly to be found in the writ- 
ings of the Rev. Timothy Merritt, in 
a controversy with the editor, relative 
to the last judgment, &c. 


‘Of course there is nothing to hope 
or fear from future rewards and punish- 
ments. And as the righteous have as 
many, and frequently more afflictions 
in this world than the wicked, there is 
little encouragement to be ‘religious 
here. Besides, a man may find it for 
his temporal interest to be unjust, to 
swear falsely, to steal, rob and commit 
murder ; and he may find an opportu- 
ty to commit all this wickedness with 
impunity from the laws of men: now, 
if his inclination lead him to commit it, 
and he is restrained by no fear of fu- 
ture punishment, will he not commit 
te?” 


Friend “* Amicus,” how does this 


agree with what you say of infinitely 
preferring holiness to sin, if there were 
no hereafter. 


TO FRIEND AMICUS. 


The iollowing favour is from our es- 
teemed fellow labourer, the Rev. TuHo- 
MAS Jones, of Gloucester. We sin- 
cerely thank him for this commnnica- 
tion, aod hope it may satisfy our g¢riev- 
ed friend ** Amicus,” and quiet his 
troubled mind. 


Gloucester, April 8th 1821. 


Bro Tuer Battou,-—I confess I was 
a little surprised to find in vour last 
Magazine, thatsuch a manas Amicus, 
appears to be, should not know what 
orthodox preachers and their hearers 
say of Universalists and their doc- 
trine. Perhaps Amicus lives among 
quiet men, who are not in the habit of 
| speaking evil of believers of universal 
"| grace and salvation. But as he seems 
doubtful of what you assert, you may 
give him the following anecdote, under 
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my solemn affirmation, with my name 
in full. : 

Sometime in the summer of A. D. 
1812, E preached in the Rev. Mr. Al- 
len’s meeting house, in Bradford, on a 
week day: and on the second or third 
day after, Professor Stewart, of Ando- 
ver, preached there also on a week 
day. (Ff was told it was Prof. Stewart, 
for I knew him not.) I heard the said 
gentleman, preach at Bradford afore- 
said. He read for his text, “¢ And the 
serpent said unto the woman, ye shall 
not surely die.” ‘His first sentance af- 
ter reading the said text, was the fol- 
lowing, “ It happens unfortunately for 
the abettors of Universal Salvation, 
that the first preacher of that doctrine 
was the devil, as saith the text, ‘ The 
serpent said unto the woman, ye shall 
rot surely die.’ ” 

Before he closed his sermon, he 
warned his hearers against the doctrine 
of universal salvation, saying thus, 
“ My friends, if you receive this doc- 
trine, you may burn your bibles, you 
may burn your churches, you may cut 
your throats, and go to heaven at last, 
after all.” This preacher, I believe, 
knew very well [ was in the Meeting 
House, and who.I was. Now, if this 
is not enough to dispel Mr. Ansicus’ 
doubts, I can tell him something more, 
viz. Some of the Congregational 
Church Members of the Rev. Wm. B. 
Cadvgun, and the Rev. Mr. Davis, the 
former a churchman and the latter a 
baptist, in Rending Banks, when talking 
of my departure to America, said, they 
hoped the ship would sink, in which I 
had gone, that I might not spread my 
errors in America. I had-a wife and 
two small children on board. There 
were twelve passengers beside my 
family, seven of them children and 
youth. I wish it was not in my power 
to tell Mr. Amicus. any worge than all 
this. If you think right to publish this, 
you may. 

I.am with respect yours. 
THOMAS JONES. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


We have just received the pleasing 
intelligence that our brethren in Port- 
land have come to the conclusion that 
the interest of truth in that Capital, re- 
guires that a new Meeting House be 





erected for the use gi the Universalist| 
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Society ; and that the ground is pur- 
chased and the plan of the house drawn. 
May kind Providence send them suc- 
cess, and shadow them with his wings 
of love. [Universalist Magazine. 





Christian Messenger. 





Philadelphia, Saturday, May 12, 1821. 





FOR THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 
THE PRESBYTERIAN MAGAZINE. 
(Review of No. 3, Concluded.) 


In the prayer before us, Christ de- 
clares that “the Father hath given him 
power over all flesh, that he should give 
eternal life to as many as he hath given 
to him ;” and, in John vi. 22. “Iam 
come not to do mine own will, but the 
will of him who sent me, and this is the 
will of him who sent me, that of all 
whom he hath given me I should lose 
nothing, but raise them upatthelastday.* 
Let us now inquire whom hath the fa- 
ther given unto Christ.— The Lord 
hath said unto me,” saith the Psalmist, 
in prophetic allusion to Christ, “ thou 
art my son, this day have I begotten 
thee. Ask of me, and I will give thee 
the heathen for thine inheritance, and 
the uttermost parts of the earth for thy 
possession.” Psal. 11. 8. ‘ All things” 
saith Jesus, “ are delivered unto me 
of my father.” Matt. xi. 27. “ The 
father loveth the son, and hath given a// 
things into his hands.”’ John iii. 35.— 
xiii. 3. ‘** All things that the father hath 
are mine.” John xvi. 15.—Heb. i, 2— 
10. And in Collos. 1. 16. we are in- 
formed that “ By him,” Christ, * were 
all things created that are in heaven, and 
that are in the earth, visible and invisi- 
ble, whether thrones, or dominions, or 


principalities, or powers ; all things | 


were created by him and for him.” —He 
is also repeatedly called “ the heir of 
all things.”? From which, and many 
other testimonies, we learn that the 
father hath given all things without ex- 
ception to Christ; and, consequently, 
we are entitled, trom the Saviour’s own 


* Compare this with 1 Tim. ii. 4. ‘ God, 
our Saviour, will have all men to be saved and 
come unto the knowledge of the truth; tor, 
there is one God, and one mediator between 
God and men, the man Christ Jesus; who 

ave himself a ransom for all, to be testified 
in due time.” 





words, to conclude that though at that 
time he prayed not for all, yet none shall 
finally be lost. 

If it be allowed, that none are to be 
the elect, in the popular signification of 
that term, but those for whom Christ 
prayed at this time, it will prove too 
much even for our opponents, for, in 
that case, none can be saved excepting 
those who were his disciples at the time 
he prayed, and those who should believe 
on their immediate preaching ; for, in 
this prayer are no others included ; in 
it cannot be embraced the converts to 
the preaching of the apostle Paul, to 
whom the Gospel was revealed from 
Heaven ; nor those who are now coming 
in at a later hour. Let us, however, 
extend the prayer and say it includes 
all who shall ever believe in Christ, 
and confine it to them ; in this sense, it 
militates nothing against the doctrine 
of Universal salvation :—for, Univer- 
salists do not believe that any will ever 
enter into Heaven, whether into that 
‘‘ kingdom of God” which has no rela- 
tion to time or place, but is within us ;* 
by which is to be understood that 
Heavenly mindedness and peace of 
conscience, consequent upon having put 
off the “ old man” and made Christ 
our hope, and his law our rule of life ; 
or, that state of immortal bliss, which 
shall take place after the resurrection, 
when this mortal shall have put on im- 
mortality, and this corruptible, incor- 
ruption,—when Death, by the destruc- 
tion of sin, shall be despoiled of his 
sting,t and the Devil and all his works 
destroyed} when there shall be no more 
crying, neither any more pain,§ but God 
Shall be all, and in ajl.4. But Univer- 
salists also believe, because Christ hath 
revealed it unto them, that though 
through the strait gate that leadeth to 
the former kingdom there be but few 
that enter, yet, in reference to this latter 
Heaven, ** all flesh shall come to wor- 
ship before God ;”** * all men shall 
come to God,” and * every knee shall 
bow, and every tongue shall swear, in 
the Lord have I righteousness and 
strength,’ 7} all the creatures in the uni- 
verse of God, shall ascribe to him, and 
to the Lamb, blessing and honour, and 


* Lake xvii 21. ft 1 Corinth. xv. 53. 
t 1 John iii. 8.—Heb. ii, 14. § Rev. xxi. « 
§ 1 Corinth. xv. 28, ** Tsai. Ixvi, 23. 
tt Isai. xlv. 23 
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ory and power, for ever and ever; 
—“ for all shall be taught of God.”’* (a) 


* Isai. liv. 13,—John vi. 45. 


(a) The misunderstanding, or wilful misap- 

lication of the different terms made use of 
in scripture, has been the cause of much er- 
ror ; and it is one of the main pillars by: which 
are supported the popular doctrines of elec- 
tion—vicarious atonement—and the eternal 
misery of sinners. Among all the expressions 
of the divine testimony, no one, we conceive, 
has been more misconceived or more misap- 

lied, than that of “ the kingdom of God,” 
or “ the kingdom of heaven,”—which, by most 
persons, is invariably applied to the state of 
mankind after the resurrection, but which wil! 
not, we apprehend, bear, in perhaps the majo- 
rity of instances, such a construction, but must 
be applied to that salvation, from the errors 
and superstitions, the sins and follies of the 
world, and the immediate entrance into that 

eace and happiness which true faith in Christ 
Sauass, and an adherence to the law of Gud 

ives to the christian, even while he yet so- 
journs upon this earth. 
this kingdom can only be obtained by works 
of righteousness, the way that leadeth to it is 


very properly declared tobe narrow, and the | 


ate strait, “‘and few there be that find it.” 

‘hat the * kingdom of God,” or “ of heaven,” 
does not in the scriptures, always refer to the 
eternal mansions beyond the grave, is very 
evident ; thus, John the Baptist declared the 
kingdom of heaven to be at hand. Mark i. 15. 
—and Christ on several occasions declared 
the kingdom of heaven was nigh at hand, and 
that there were many then living, who should 
not taste of death until they saw it coming 
with power. (Mark ix. I —Luke ix. 27, 31, 
$2.) In the first instance, John must have re- 
ferred to the immediate benefit to result to 
believers from the oes | of our Lord ; and 
Christ must have intended by ‘ the kingdom 
of heaven,” the extension of the gospel bene- 
fits to those who should believe, at the preach- 
ing of the apostles on the day of pentecost. — 
Christ, when he eat the passover with his 
disciples for the last time previously to his 
crucifixion, declared that he would no more 
eat of it, or drink of the fruit of the vine, un- 
til that day when he should partake af it in 
the kingdom of God. Mark xiv. 25.—Luke 
xxii 16.—Now, itis well known, that after his 
resurrection, our Saviour did ** take bread and 
brake it, and give it unto his disciples,” in the 
same manner as when he instituted the Lord’s 
Supper; Luke xxiv. S0.—Acts x. 41,—to 
which circumstance he must certainly have 
had reference ; now, in neither of these in- 
stances can * the kingdom of God or of Hea- 
ven” be referred tothat eternal kingdom into 
which we are all to enter after the resurrec 
tion; but, it must allude to that kingdom 
which is within the believer, and is a prelude 
to the joys of eternity. In opposition to this 
kingdom, is placed that state of unbelief, sin 
and misery, agony, utter darkness, where 


there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth, | 


imprisonment, destruction and Captivity, call- 
ed in scripture language Hell or Hellfire. 

It is the heaven or “ kingdom of God,” 
spoken of above, which was taken from the 
children of the kingdom and given to a nation 
bringing forth good fruits, as is prefigured in 
many of the parables, (Matt. viii. 11.—xi. 43.) 


As an induction into |! 
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3d. Of the sin against the Holy 
Ghost—Various have been the opinions 
of divines upon the subject of this sin 
—and, it has even been doubted by 
some, whether it actually can be com- 
mitted by man—That, however, the 
children of men have the power of 
committing the sin, the simple fact of 
Christ’s having denounced upon those 
who do commit it, the judgment which 
he did, is sufficient evidence—for if 
none could have committed it, why 
warn them from it by revealing the pun- 
ishment which it is said to bring upon 
the transgressor. 

By carefuily examining the passages 
in which this sin is spoken of, it will be 
perceived, that our Lord first, express- 
ly declared that “ a// manner of sin and 
blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men”’ 
| Matt. xii. 32-—and still more forcibly 
in Mark iii. 28—* all sins shall be for- 
given unto the sons of men, and blas- 
phemies wherewithsoever they shall 
'blaspheme” and without making the 
sin against the Holy Ghost, an excep- 

tion to this declaration, he only adds, 
| that that sin, shall not, (or, is not to be) 
forgiven ** ours sy ToUTmM Ta aims, cUTe Gy TH 
perarcyr, —** neither in this age, nor in 
that which is to come” or, as it is in 











particularly in that “ of the net cast into the 
sea—of the marriage feast of the king’s son— 
of the six deniebediaan and goats—and Dives 
and Lazarus,” 

The heaven, consequent upon the eternal 
salvation of God, upon which we shall all en- 
ter, on the glorious morn of the resurrection, 
is invariably declared to be the free gift of God, 
without reterence to the works of the creature, 
and is a salvation which shall embrace all 
mankind.—For, whatever of happiness man 
in his Adamic nature, or in consequence of 
transgression, has lost ; in Christ, by being, in 
the resurrection, made alive unto righteous- 
ness and truth, he shall become again possess- 
ed of, and made capable of being a partaker 
of the heavenly mansions.—‘ For as in Adam 
all die, even so in Christ shall ali be made 
alive ;”” and, “as by the offence of one, judg- 
ment came upon all men to condemnation, 
even so by the righteousness of one, the free 
gift came upon all men unto justification of 
life.’ Romans v.—In these texts, the doctrine 
of universal restitution is set forth in language, 
than which none could be stronger or more 
| clear—whatever was the death mankind died 
\in Adam—-whatever is the condemnation 

which has come upon them. through their 
great progenitor ; from that death they shall 
| be raised, and justified from that condemna- 
'tion, by Christ;-—and coextensive with the 
| transgression in the life and pardon they are 
| promised—all that in Adam die, in Christ 

















i shall live—all that partake of his condemna- 


tion, through the redeemer, shall be freely 


| pardoned. 
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Mark, ‘6 esc Tor aiava”’—_-*6 to the age,” 
which is in effect saying, that the sin 
against the Holy Spirit shall bring upon 
the transgressors ‘* xpiceme asevior.? A 
condemnation or judgment, and conse- 
quent punishment, which shall not be re- 
versed even until the morn of the resur- 
rection. And as this sin was committed 
by the Jewish nation, intheir rejection of 
the evidence which the Holy Spirit gave 
of the divine mission of Jesus, by the 
miracles it wrought through him, and 
blasphemously saying that Christ had 
an unclean spirit, and cast out devils, 
or healed maladies which the Jews be- 
lieved to arise from the individual be- 
ing possessed of a demon, by the prince 
of devils, they, as a nation have not 
forgiveness of that sin, neither will they 
** eis roy asaya”? to the age, or as the same 
expression is translated in 1. Corinth, 
vill, 13. * while the world standeth,” 
an expression precisely equivalent to 
what Christ made use of in his la- 
mentation over Jerusalem. ‘ Your 
house is left unto vou desolate. Verily, 








I say unto you, ye shall not see me 
until the time come, (or to the age,) 
when ye shall say, blessed is he that 
cometh (or is coming) in the name of 
the Lord” and this exactly corresponds 
also with the words of prophecy ; * Be- 
cause” said the Lord to Israel by the 
mouth of his prophet Ezekiel (chap. 
xxiv. 13, 14.) ‘ Because I have 
purged thee and thou wast not clean, 
thou shalt not be purged from thy fil- 
thiness any more, till [cause my fury 
to rest upon thee.” —and we know that 
judgment did come upon the members 
of the Jewish nation, and still continues 
upon them even until this day—they 
have become a bye-word and a reproach 
among all people—they are scattered 
abroad, and are despised throughout 
the earth. But, when the “ ages of 
ALES ——aiwvas rer cimver.—Or “the ful- 
ness of times’—shall have arrived, 
when Is to take place “ the restitution 
of all things ;” when mankind shall be 
no longer “ the children of men” but 
shall be ** like the angels of Heaven,” 
being ‘“ children of the resurrection”* 
when peace shall be spoken to Jerusa- 
lem, and it shall be said unto her, “* her 
warfare is accomplished, and her ini- 
uity removed, for she hath received, 
at the Lord’s hand double for all her 


* Matt. xxii. 31, 
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iniquity.” (a)— When the iniquity of 
Israel shall be sought for, and there 
shall be none.”* For the Lord shall 
have sprinkled clean water upon her, 
and cleansed her from all filthiness ; he 
shall have given her a new heart, and 
put his spirit within her; her stony 
heart shall have been taken away, and 
she caused to walk in all the statutes 
of the most High, and to keep all his 
jndgments and do them ;{ then even 
the sin against the Holy Ghost shall no 
longer be remembered to her, for in 
that day “ shall all Israel,” the elect of 
God, together with the fulness of the 
Gentiles, *“* be saved.’’t 

There is one circumstance, which 
should be constantly kept in mind in our 
examination of this ‘“ unpardonable 
sin,” and that is, that * this world” and 
“ that which is to come’’ do not mean, 
this state of being, and immortality, 
but the “ thts world” or age, spoken of 
by our Saviour, has already come to an 
end, and, that which was then ‘to 
come” has commenced, as, the enquirer 
will be fully convinced by carefully 
studying the following passages with 
their connexion— Matthew xxiv. S— 
Mark xiii. 7--Luke xxi. 9—Heb. ix. 
26—1 Peter iv. 7.--in which, the end 
of the world, and the coming of the 
kingdom of God, which is the next 
world alluded to is expressly spoken of 
as taking place in time ; the end of the 
world alluding to the end of the Jewish 
dispensation—-the next world, or the 
kingdom of God, referring to the gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ. 


(a2) The common cant of the world is, sin 
is an infinite evil, requring an infinite satisfac- 
tion, which satisfaction finite man is incapable 
of rendering ;—but we are here informed by 
the Spirit of God, through the mouth of his 
holy prophet, that the time will arrive when 
it shall be said of sinful Jerusalem, that she 
has received ‘‘ a double recompence for all 
her sins ;”—a ney 2 ger “we mode of expres- 
sion, implying a full, sufficient, and satisfac- 
tory punishment for her transgression —What 
we wish more particularly however, to call 
the reader’s attention to, in this note, is, the 
circumstance that peace is not directed to be 
spoken to Jerusalem, because her sins have 
been pardoned, but, because she has received 
a competent punishmer: for them ; hence we 
find from scripture, that it may be said, even 
of sins from which we shall be finally purged, 
that they are unpardonable—for certainly a 
sin cannot be said to be pardoned, which has 
received, at the hands of the Lord, its full 
and satisfactory punishment. 


* Isaiah 1. 20. ~ Ezekiel xxxvi. 25—7. 
t Romans xi. 26. 
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In Mark, it is said of the sin against 
the Holy Ghost, that he who commits 
it, “hath never forgiveness ;” yet, in 
the original expression translated * nev- 
er,’ the same wortl aa is made use of, 
as is translated in Matthew, chap. xii. 
v. 32, and in many other passages 
“« world” ; the same expression ‘ # Tor 
aiwva’*® is rendered in Matt. xxi. 19. 
Mark xi. 14, and in Luke i. 55~-** for- 
ever” in John viii. 35, and Heb. vii. 28. 
“ Ever ;” and in ii. Corinthians xi. 31. 
Where the same expression occurs, but 
in the plural, “ forevermore.” The 
fact is, the Greek word amy signifies, 
simply, an age or dispensation,—an 77- 
definite period of time; the extension of 
which is always to be determined by 
the subject with which it is found in 
connexion ; that it cannot signify abso- 
lutely never and its opposite forever, is 
very evident from the simple fact of its 
admitting of a plural, and, to speak of 
one or more nevers and several forevers, 
would be the most perfect nonsense. 





Related to this noun aiav, in the same 








manner as Homo and Humanus in the 
latin, or, Heaven and Heavenly in the 
English, is the Greek adjective amos, 
which, in the original occurs five times 
in connexion with words expressive of 
punishment ; viz. in Matthew xviii. 8. 
and xxv. 41—6. translated in our ver- 
sion *¢ everlasting ;?’---in Mark iii. 29. 
and 2 Thess. 1. 9. “ eternal.”” Now, it 
must be very evident to all my readers, 
that the adjective asmwce cannot have a 
more extensive signification than its 

rimitive as, 2nd if the translators of 
our bible be warranted in rendering 7¢ 
in about forty instances, out of the sev- 
enty in which it occurs, by the English 
term, world, we are equally at liberty 
ts translate the adjective derived from 
the same word, by worldly, or relating 
to the world. The truth is, that we 
have no one word in the English lan- 
guage which will properly express the 
real import of the original, asses, though 
it has been very ingeniously proposed 
to employ the word secu/ar, from the 
latin root seculum, an age; the strict 
meaning of the original, is, an indefinite 
extent of duration—that extent being 
always decided, as in the case of the 
noun, by the subject with which it is 
connected, 


* The words wc rov asaya, in Mark iii. 29. are 











}omitted in some copies, See Griesbach. Ep. 





It may be asked, why we. have net 
taken notice of the passage in Luke, 
where it is said, that the sin against the 
Holy Ghost, * shall not be forgiven,” 
or, as it should have been rendered, 
*‘ is not to be forgiven,” —the reason is, 
because it cannot mean any thing that 
the passages in Matthew and Mark, 
where the subject is more fully ex. 
plained, do not mean ; and also, because 
even the strong declaration * shall not, 
(or is not) to be forgiven,” does not 
imply absolutely that it “ shall never be 
forgiven,” for, in Matthew xix. 24, is a 
still stronger negative than even this, 
which, however, does not imply a thing 
that shall not to all eternity take place ; 
Christ says, *“ It is easier for a camel to 
go through the eye of a needle, than for 
a rich man to enter into the kingdom of 
God,” which language would appear 
most certainly, clearly and forcibly, to 
imply an absolute exclusion, for we 
know it to be a physical impossibility 
for a camel to pass through the eye of 
a needle, and yet, from what follows, 
in the next verses, it appears very evi- 
dent that Christ did not intend to im- 
ply that even he who trusts in his riches, 
should never partake of his salvation. 

From the above observations the con- 


have the clear, distinct and reiterated 


declarations of scripture that it is God’s f er 
will and intention that all mankind shall f of he 


thy gi 


be saved—that Christ came into the 
world to communicate salvation to all ; 


and that, in consequence, all mankind f 


will finally be redeemed from their sins ; 


expressions of so vague and undetermi- 
nate a signification as those used inf 
pointing out the continuance of the f 
punishment consequent upon the sinf 


against the Holy Ghost, can never be 


of God’s redeeming grace ; which, 
though when first revealed to man, was 


smallest among seeds, yet, in time it 


will produce a tree, the greatest among | 
herbs—under the shadow of which,f 
shall ‘all the ends of the earth” find} 


shelter from the storms of vice and sin. 
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